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Letter From the President 
 
 
 
I am truly excited and honored about having 
the opportunity to serve as the President of  the 
Atlanta Chapter. I look forward to working 
with our new Board and utilizing our theme for 
the year ôOne Team One Goalõ. Itõs always benefi-
cial to have new ideas brought to the table. 
 
Our September meeting got the year off  to a great start with Earl 
and I giving a "Kickoff" presentation of  all the great things planned 
for the 2011-2012 chapter year (our 45th year Anniversary), along 
with our great luncheon presentation from Julie Sinor and Melissa 
Suek of PriceWatershouseCoopers on the topic of òAuditing Your 
Records and Information Management (RIM) Program: Planning-Fieldwork-
Reporting" 
 
October was a memorable month for the Atlanta Chapter, as for the 
first time in 8 years the Chapter won three awards ðthe Chapter 
Merit Award, Membership Recruitment Award and the Chapter Par-
ticipation Award at the 56th Annual Conference in Washington D.C.  
 
Janet Johnson, CRM and Marry-Ellyn Strauser, CRM did a fantastic 
job presenting at the October meeting on the topics of òRetention 
Schedule Development and Deploymentó and òDisposition: What You Need 
To Know And Do Before You Destroyó respectively. 
 
November was our òRun for Justiceó month. The chapter partici-
pated in the 20th Annual òRun for Justiceó 5K race hosted by the 
Fulton County Daily Report. The chapter received some much ap-
preciated media coverage along with recognizing some pretty good 
athletes within the chapter. Our month was highlighted by an infor-
mative presentation by Gail Ann McCreary, CRM on òDisaster Recov-
ery: Lessons from Katrinaó. 
 
The continued success and growth of  our Chapter rests with our 
future leaders and involved Chapter members. As Chapter President 
I encourage each of  you to participate in the meetings and planned 
activities along with volunteering for our various committees.  
 

Sincerely Yours, 
Daryl Smith 

 

 
The Peach is the official publication of the 
Atlanta Chapter of ARMA International. 

The information contained in this newslet-
ter does not necessarily reflect the views 

of the membership or 
the editors and is offered solely as a source 
of information. No endorsement of ads, 
seminars, articles or commentaries in-

tended. 
 

The newsletter is published to provide 
educational insight into the 

profession. Please submit any RIM-related 

articles, questions, comments or sugges-

tions to: Emma Jones at 

Emma.jones@merial.com 
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 To celebrate and commemorate our 45th anniversary the directory committee wanted each member to 
know the chapter history and to take pride in the camaraderie and endeavors of their fellow members. The Chapter 
history is a compilation of memberõs teamwork and individuals working for the betterment of the chapter and ARMA 
International. Therefore, the history is incomplete for the growth and accomplishments of the chapter is an ongoing 
process. The history was collected by reading the minutes, newsletters, and picking members memory.  
 
The Chapterõs archives should contain all of the history but unfortunately this is not the reality. If you have any  
Chapter newsletters, minutes, treasurer reports etc. please consider donating them to the Chapter archives.  

 
 

Memories:  
Atlanta ARMA Chapter History  

July 19 1966 
The Charter for the Atlanta Chapter was presented to the first twenty-
six members of the Atlanta Chapter. 

1967 
 
September 1  
The first edition of ARMAtlanta 
newsletter was issued by the Public 
Relations Committee. 
 
October 12  
The first Board of Directors met: 
 
A.K. Johnson, President;  
Ruth Schaeffer, Vice President;  
Betty Ramsden, Secretary;  
Mark Blacker, Treasurer;  
Edna Earl Cunningham, Director; 
James E.Futral, Director;  
Carroll Hart, Director;  
O. Crawford Jenkins, Director 
 
November 1  
Chapter adopts its first Constitution 
and By-Laws 
 
Mrs. Ruth Schaeffer was named 
Chapter Member of the Year 

September 20 1966: 
 The first regular meeting of the chapter was held at  
Herrenõs Restaurant, Atlanta. 

Any errors made in the documenta-
tion of the Chapterõs history is unin-
tentional and the committee will be 
happy to make any corrections. 
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Meet your 2011 - 2012  

Atlanta ARMA Board of Directors!  

 

2nd Vice -President  
Scott Taylor 

 (404) 815-3521  jstaylor@sgrlaw.com 

 

President  

Daryl Smith  

 (404) 923 -9096 

 dasmith@ebglaw.com 

 

Chair  
Earl Eckenrode 
(678) 252-3356 

earl.eckenrode@adamsdatamanagement.com 

 

1st Vice -President (Programming)  Grant James 
 (404) 885 -2712  grant.james@troutmansanders.com 

mailto:jstaylor@sgrlaw.com
mailto:dasmith@ebglaw.com
mailto:earl.eckenrode@adamsdatamanagement.com
mailto:grant.james@troutmansanders.com
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Treasurer  
Laura Boldt  

 (404) 506 -4130  laboldt@southernco.com 

 

Secretary  
Letosha McClain  (404) 870 -1834  letosha.mcclain@ogletreedeakins.com 

 

Director (Education)  

Kim Mayberry  

 (404) 878 -0645  

kim.mayberry@turner.com  

 

Director (Membership)  

Tishangi Bennett 

 (404) 346 -4377  

bennettt@fultonschools.org  

 

 

 Director (Special Projects)  Juana Walker  (404) 550 -4379 walker.juana@yahoo.com 

To do  

Board Meeting:  

 

December 13th 8 am  

 

December ARMA Meeting:  

 

December 20th 10:30 ñ1 pm  

 

Remember Canned Goods!  

mailto:laboldt@southernco.com
mailto:letosha.mcclain@ogletreedeakins.com
mailto:kim.mayberry@turner.com
mailto:bennettt@fultonschools.org
mailto:walker.juana@yahoo.com
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 Welcome to Ask a CRM!  We want to utilize 
this column to address all your CRM questions! The 
Atlanta ARMA Chapter is proud to have over 20 
CRMs among its members.  I can confidently say 
they are all here to help answer your questions and/
or help you achieve the same certification.   
 
What better way to start this column than with the 
question, ñHow do I even get started?ò  Well, the an-
swer is simple!  Utilize the knowledge of all the 
Chapterôs CRMs by asking your questions and start 
the application process.  The first step is to visit the 
Institute for Certified Records Managers website 
(www.ICRM.org  ) for the updated application proc-
ess and criteria.   
 
The next step is to join the Atlanta ARMA Chapterôs 
CRM Study Group and let the Chapterôs CRMs guide 
you along the path.  Bring the downloaded applica-
tion and any questions to our kickoff study group 
session on December 14 th  at King & Spaulding  
to start moving in the right direction.  
 
 Speaking from personal experience, getting started 
was one of the most daunting tasks Iôve ever done.  
But thanks to the expertise (and patience!) of our 
own Janet Johnson - CRM, I not only started the 
process but completed my goal of earning the 3 most 
important letters after any RIM professionalôs name 
ï CRM!   
 
The ICRM has made many changes and updates this 
year.  One of those changes began with the February 
2011 exam schedule.  The ICRM began offering the 
chance to sit for Part 6 immediately following the 
successful completion of Parts 1 ï 5.   

 
One of our newest CRMs did just that.  Michelle Kirk 
ï CRM sat through and passed Parts 1 ï 5 during the 
May schedule.  She sat for Part 6 the following week 
and passed that as well.  She is one of FOUR  indi-
viduals that passed all 6 parts of the exam in a single 
exam schedule!  What an accomplishment!  Michelle 
has graciously agreed to help with our study group.  
Thank you, Michelle. 
 
We want to utilize this column to address all your 
CRM questions! Please send your questions to me at 
Kim.Mayberry@Turner.com  to have them answered 
by the BEST CRMs around!  If you are a CRM and 
would like to help other members achieve this certi-
fication, please let me know.  Thereôs always room 
for your expertise!  

Ask a CRM:   
How do I start the process of becoming a CRM?  

Resources online  
 
 

www.icrm.org  
 

@ARMA_INT  (twitter)  
 

www.arma.org  
 

http://iconference.arma.org/  
 

www.linkedin.com/company/arma -
international  

Join the Atlanta ARMA Chapterôs CRM Study Group! 
 

Wednesday, December 14th from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. - 
covering the new CRM requirements and testing changes. 
 
King & Spalding LLP, 1180 Peachtree St., NE, Atlanta, GA 30309  17th Floor.  
 
Parking will be validated by King & Spalding so remember to bring in your parking ticket!  

http://www.icrm.org/
mailto:Kim.Mayberry@Turner.com
http://iconference.arma.org/
http://www.linkedin.com/company/arma-international
http://www.linkedin.com/company/arma-international
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Member Spotlight:  
 
Meet Laura Boldt (CRM) ï 
Atlanta Chapter Treasurer  

 
I was born and raised in South-
ern California, and spent the 
first twenty years of my career 
on the west coast.  
 
My first records management 
job was working for WNP-2, a 
nuclear power plant, in Rich-
land, WA.  I worked there for 
nine years, and it was a great 
training ground to learn the ba-

sics of RIM. Records management runs in the family, as my 
manager worked for my father, who at the time was the RIM 
Director at WNP-2. While I was working at the nuclear 
plant, I earned by Bachelor of Arts in Business at Washing-
ton State University, Tri-Cities. Iõm a Cougar! 
 
I remember when the analysts at WNP-2 would go to 
ARMA meetings and conferences. I wistfully thought that I 
wanted to go!  Little did I know ..... 
 
After nine years with WNP-2, I moved to Vancouver, WA, 
and took a position with engineering consulting firm David 
Evans and Associates, as the records manager. I imple-
mented the first basic records program for the firm, head-
quartered in Portland, OR. I had the opportunity to travel 
nationally to all of their offices, two of which were in Alpha-
retta and Birmingham. Once the RIM program matured, I 
was the team lead, which selected and successfully imple-
mented OmniRIM.  
 
While at David Evans, I belonged to the Oregon ARMA 
Chapter.  I was on the board for five years, including two 
years as President.  In 2000, our chapter won the Large 
Chapter of the Year award in Las Vegas, the first year that I 
was President! A lot of hard work by a lot of dedicated peo-
ple, including myself, went into the process. It was one of the 
happiest nights of my life.   
 
It was so cool seeing our chapter's name and mine on a huge 
screen in front of 2000 of my peers.  When I get really ex-
cited I don't remember to breath, and a good friend had to 
remind me to do so!  It was awesome going up on the stage 
with fellow chapter members and accepting the award. I 
started sitting for my CRM while at David Evans, and passed 
sections 1-4 on my first attempt.  
 

I reached a point in my career that I knew 
it was time to move on.  Two days after I 
made this decision I saw a posting on the 
Records Management List Serve for a re-
cords analyst position at Georgia Pacific 
in Atlanta.  I thought, what the heck, I 
have relatives in Atlanta.  I e-mailed the 
person who made the posting and every-
thing fell into place.  I moved to Atlanta 
within three months! I learned a lot dur-
ing my time at Georgia Pacific, and had 
the opportunity to take business trips 
throughout the US.  Due to the downturn 
in the economy, I was laid off after a year 
and a half. 

 
 My next position was a six month contract with Colonial 
Pipeline, as lead on a project to index 10,000 cubic feet of 
records.  During my contract at Colonial Pipeline, I earned 
my CRM designation. I was so happy when I got the e-mail 
from the ICRM, I cried (and had to remember to breath)! 
 
My current job is a records analyst at Georgia Power.  It is a 
wonderful company to work for, and everyone needs elec-
tricity! It is funny in a way my career has come full circle.  I 
started at a nuclear power plant and now Iõm back in the util-
ity industry.  I'm hoping that one day I can visit a plant, and 
see how records management has changed since I worked in 
one. 
 
I am single and don't have any children,  but I do have a 
wonderful cat named Willow J .  
 

Willow says òWhat, you were expecting a picture of Laura?ó 
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To continue growth for our chapter, and to 
support the continued education of our 
RIM professionals, the Atlanta Chapter is 
offering reimbursement for 1 (one) appli-
cant to attend the ARMA 2012 Conference 
in Chicago. The conference is being held 
September 23 rd -25 th , in Chicago. The Chap-
ter will fund the applicantôs conference 
registration, airfare, and accommodations 
(3 Days / 2 Nights).  
 
 - Applicant must be a member in good standing 
of the Atlanta Chapter of ARMA to be eligible to 
participate in this reimbursement program.  
 
 - The member's annual dues must be fully paid 
for the entire time period. If applicant's Atlanta 
chapter membership lapses at any time within 
this time period, the applicant is not eligible.  
Considerations for being selected, but not 
limited to:  
 

Monthly meeting attendance (Dec 2011-June 
2012) 

Essay submission required to Board on how 
attending the conference would be beneficial. 

15 minute presentation to the Chapter on Oc-
tober 16th, 2012 ARMA meeting at Mag-
gianoôs.  

Volunteering on Committees for Chapter.  
Participation in ARMA related activities.  

 
- Essay must be submitted to the Atlanta ARMA 
board by May 31st, 2012. 
 
- The award winning applicant will be revealed 
June 18th, 2012, at our monthly meeting at Mag-
gianoôs.   
 
 
 
Notes : 
 - A form will be posted online 
(www.armaatlanta.org ) at a later date to submit 
your essay and information to the board for re-
view. 

Announcing  the   
2012 ARMA International 
Conference Grant  

December will be our LAST food collection for the   
Atlanta Community Food Bank. Letôs make this our 
biggest and best yet!   
 
PLEASE JOIN ME IN SHOWING OUR COM-
MITMENT TO THE COMMUNITY BY STOCK-
ING THE SHELVES AT ACFB !!    
 
Please bring your donation to our meeting on 
12/20/11.  We can make a difference! 

 
ACFB supports a wide range of people in need, from 
children to the working poor. Food pantries, commu-
nity kitchens, childcare centers, night shelters and 
senior centers are among the agencies that receive 
product from the Food Bank and provide food and 
other critical resources for low -income Georgians 
who suffer from hunger and food insecurity. The 
Food Bank also operates several community projects 
to aid our agencies in community building, technical 
assistance and advocacy efforts. 
 
Regards, 
 
Cherise Forbes 
Atlanta ARMA Community Outreach   

http://www.armaatlanta.org
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Meet your Editors 
Emma Jones 
Emma has been a member 
of ARMA for 6 years. She 
works in Athens as the 
R&D Archivist for Merial 
Ltd. She recently received 
her MLS from Texas 
Womanôs University. She 
welcomes your comments, 
content and suggestion for 
the newsletter at 
emma.jones@merial.com 
or 706-552-2269 
 

Natalie Austin  
Natalie is in her first year 
as an ARMA member after 
attending as a non mem-
ber. She works in Atlanta 
as an Information Special-
ist  for The Cadence Group, 
Inc.   She received her MA  
in Politics from The Catho-
lic University of America in 
Washington, DC She can 
be reached at 
NAustin@Cadence-
Group.com  Photo: Amanda Wilson 

ARMA International Conference was a great event for the At-
lanta Chapter. For the first time in 8 years the Chapter won three 
awards : 
 
Chapter Merit Award ï Gold Level  
The Chapter Merit Award is to recognize chapters that have ac-
tively participated in projects and programs identified with the 
annual goals of ARMA International.  
 
Membership Recruitment Award  
with 8 new members  
ARMA International recognizes chapters who have increased 
membership over the previous year. 
 
Chapter Participation Award  
in the Very Large  Chapter Category   
Our Chapter has averaged 22% of member attendance at 
monthly meetings and 7 new board members. 

 

The Atlanta Chapter was well repre-
sented at the Conference with 
60 people from our chapter attend-
ing.  

Congratulations to the Chapter ! 


